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THE EXTERNAL SOUL IN FOLK-CUSTOM

before any one would taste of the new crop ; and whenever
a branch fell, it was deemed a sign that some one would die.
More and -more the crown of the tree withered away, and in
the same proportion the family whose ancestors had planted
the fir dwindled away, till only one old woman was left
At last the tree fell, and soon afterwards the old woman
departed this life.1     When  Lord  Byron  first  visited his
ancestral estate of Newstead " he planted, it seems, a young
oak in some part of the grounds, and had an idea that as it
flourished so should he? 2    On a day when the cloud that
settled on the later years of Sir Walter Scott lifted a little,
and he heard that Woodstock had sold for over eight thousand
pounds, he wrote in his journal : " I have a curious fancy ;
I will go set two or three acorns, and judge by their success
in growing whether I shall succeed in clearing my way or
The Edge- not." s    Near the Castle of Dalhousie, not far from Edin-
burgh, there grows an oak-tree, called the Edgewell Tree,
which is popularly believed to be linked to the fate of the
family by a mysterious tie ; for they say that when one of the
family dies, or is about to die, a branch falls from the Edge-
well Tree.    Thus, on seeing a great bough drop from the
tree on a quiet, still day in  July   1874, an  old forester
exclaimed, " The laird's  deid  noo ! "  and  soon after news
came  that  Fox Maule, eleventh   Earl of Dalhousie, was
dead.4    At Howth Castle in  Ireland there is an old tree
with which the fortunes of the  St.  Lawrence family are
supposed to be connected.    The branches of the tree are
propped on strong supports, for tradition runs that when the
tree falls the direct line of the Earls of Howth will become
extinct6    On the old road from Hanover to Osnabriick, at
the village of Oster-Kappeln, there used to stand an ancient
oak, which put out its last green shoot in the year 1 849.   The
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